In a collaborative project, I am examining coverage of the 2012 rape case transnationally by focusing on two selected newspapers: Chicago Tribune (henceforth Tribune) published in the US and the Hindu published in India. We downloaded news reports, op-ed pieces, and letters to the editor that appeared for 30 days after the incident. These textual data are being coded using qualitative software. Women may be depicted as "endangered" (that is, passive) or as "agents" (women with rights). The Hindu covered the rape immediately, while first reports in the Tribune appeared after protests in New Delhi gained worldwide attention. I analyzed fourteen items in the Hindu and the Tribune.
The exploratory analysis showed a mix of frames. The one news report about the rape in the Tribune described women protesting the 2012 rape. The rape was covered in an opinion piece and as news reports in the Hindu. While one item referred to women's right to work, most of the coverage was about the "endangered" woman. An in-depth analysis across media sources is expected to provide a more complete picture of frames used. 
Research advisor Mangala

